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5 December 1856

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided and
also served as clerk, Van Raalte reported that the district school now has 220 children. He proposes that the
congregation establish a Christian parochial school to "provide a good Christian influence." Education for girls
has been neglected. The school would be funded by the congregation and a moderate tuition charge. The
consistory approved of the idea unanimously.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 41-42.
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ARTICLE 3 — Rev. van Raalte read,his letter addressed to the consistory, concerning
education and the other matters/áe informed the congregation that there were many who
had desired that he would decline the call from Pella. The congregation was ready to
grant him unrestricted perniiission to assist the congregation there and, at the same time,
he would continue to work for the erection of the necessary academic buildings. This
request was approve/by a large majority. The petition for the building of the academy
was presented and séveral members immediately promised $250.00.
The meeting as closed with prayer and thanksgiving.
A. C. van Raalte
Meeting held on December 5, 1856

-,..JPresent were Elders Broek, Apeldoorn, Hekhuis, Labots; Deacons P. de Vries and
Plugger, and Rev. A. C. van Raalte, and Rev. J. van Vleck.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte. The minutes
were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — The church custodian, Westveer, requests an increase in his remuneration
of $2.00 for the winter season, and $1.25 for the summer. It was decided to refer the
matter to the deacons.
ARTICLE 3 — The membership papers of Jan Wagenaar and Anna Stouthamer, his wife,
were received and accepted.
ARTICLE 4 — Mr. Nagelkerk has left his wife and has been admonished by Elder Labots
to return to her. He has promised to work towards reconciliation.
ARTICLE 5 — Rev. van Raalte informs the brethren that he is convinced that the current
status of education is not adequate for the needs of the children. The district school has
220 children and at least two instructors must be added. The inclusion of the younger
children with those who are older does not enhance the morality of the little ones. They
are sometimes neglected because of the large numbers. The young girls are often
withdrawn from the school when they have grown up a bit. He proposes to the brethren
to provide for the needs by the institution of a parochial school, because this will provide
for a good Christian influence,
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for them. This cannot be assured in the case of the district school. That will be
particularly evident when the school is split, which very likely will take place. The
number of children in the above-mentioned school would not be lessened. Rev. van
Raalte indicates that he has the hope that in a parochial school the younger children will
be instructed by female teachers. Up to now, the girls, alas, have been neglected. They
would then be influenced positively in their intellectual education and also in specifically
feminine tasks. He presents this proposal in order that the religious instruction will be
more powerfully advanced. This departure from the district school would help them in
their task with the growing young males. He proposes that the expenses be covered by a
monthly collection in the congregation and a moderate tuition charge for the children. He
suggests that the Board of Education be approached for some assistance. His proposal is
approved unanimously, and it is decided to seek the approbation of the congregation for
this plan at a public meeting.
The meeting was closed with prayer and thanksgiving by Broek.
A. C. van Raalte

Meeting Held on December 23, 1856
Present were Elders Apeldoorn, Broek, Hekhuis,Képpel, Labots; Deacons te Roller,
Wilterdink; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened/with prayer.
ARTICLE 2 — Mr. Drost appeared pf the meeting to inform the assembly about his needs.
He had been invited to appear. The consistory admonishes him to discontinue his
begging. He is informed that such conduct is in conflict with God's will. The deacons
were instructed to investigate/the matter and, if necessary, to assist him financially.
ARTICLE 3 — The congregation, has approved the proposal for the institution of a local
congregational school.

